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from, and in addition to, the approximately 693
military personnel that constitute the U.S. con-
tingent of the Multinational Force & Observ-
ers present in Egypt since 1981.

MARITIME INTERCEPTION OPERATIONS

As noted in previous reports, the United
States continues to conduct maritime intercep-
tion operations on the high seas in the areas of
responsibility of each of the geographic com-
batant commands. These maritime operations
are aimed at stopping the movement, arming,
and financing of certain international terrorist
groups. A classified annex to this report pro-
vides further information.

U.S./NATO OPERATIONS IN KOSOVO

The U.N. Security Council authorized
Member States to establish a NATO-led Koso-
vo Force (KFOR) in Resolution 1244 on June
10, 1999. The original mission of KFOR was to
monitor, verify, and, when necessary, enforce
compliance with the Military Technical Agree-
ment between NATO and the then Federal
Republic of Yugoslavia (now Serbia), while
maintaining a safe and secure environment.
Today, KFOR deters renewed hostilities and,
with local authorities and international institu-

tions, contributes to the maintenance of a safe
and secure environment.

Currently, 22 NATO Allies contribute to
KFOR. Eight non-NATO countries also partic-
ipate. The United States contribution to
KFOR is approximately 800 U.S. military per-
sonnel out of the total strength of approximate-
ly 6,000 personnel. The principal military task
of KFOR forces is to help maintain a safe and
secure environment and freedom of move-
ment.

I have directed the participation of U.S.
Armed Forces in all of these operations pursu-
ant to my constitutional and statutory authority
as Commander in Chief (including the authori-
ty to carry out Public Law 107–40 and other
statutes) and as Chief Executive, as well as my
statutory and constitutional authority, to con-
duct the foreign relations of the United States.
Officials of my Administration and I communi-
cate regularly with the leadership and other
Members of Congress with regard to these de-
ployments, and we will continue to do so.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to John A.
Boehner, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Daniel K. Inouye, President pro
tempore of the Senate.

Remarks at the Congressional Picnic
June 15, 2011

Hello, everybody! Welcome to the White
House. First of all, I take full responsibility for
the weather. [Laughter] What a spectacular
day for a congressional picnic. This is always
one of the best events of the year for us, mainly
because with all the work that we do with
Members of Congress and their staffs, all too
often, we don’t get a chance to say thank you to
the families.

And we understand that public service is
tough on the families, in some ways tougher.
You’ve got spouses who are away from home,
moms or dads or grandpas or grandmas who
don’t get a chance to see you as often as they’d

like. And so this is just one modest way for us
to say to all of you, thank you for the enormous
contributions you make to the country. We are
thrilled with everything that you guys do each
and every day to make this country stronger
and more secure and more free.

It is good to see a lot of familiar faces here. I
hope everybody’s getting enough to eat. We
don’t want to make a long speech, but I do
hope that the spirit of community that is so ev-
ident on a day like today, that this carries over
each and every day. We’ve got Democrats here
and Republicans here, and we all have differ-
ences on issues at any given moment, but the



Administration of Barack Obama, 2011 / June 16

681

one thing that we have to remind ourselves ev-
ery day is we’re all Americans and we’re all
part of the American family.

So finally, the last point I’d make is we’ve
got some servicemembers here who helped to
not only play the banjo and make some won-
derful music, but folks who serve each and ev-
ery day. For all of those who serve our country
in uniform, thank you so much and God bless
you. We’re all grateful to you. All right?

So you guys have fun. And I want you guys
to eat until you can’t eat any more. [Laughter]
All right? And then tomorrow you can “Let’s
Move!” [Laughter] All right. Thank you very
much, everybody. Appreciate it.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:20 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to First Lady Michelle
Obama’s “Let’s Move!” initiative.

Joint Statement by President Barack Obama and President Tsakhia
Elbegdorj of Mongolia
June 16, 2011

The President of the United States of Amer-
ica, Barack Obama, and the President of Mon-
golia, Elbegdorj Tsakhia, today reaffirmed
their commitment to a United States-Mongolia
comprehensive partnership based on common
values and shared strategic interests. They em-
phasized their two countries’ common interest
in protecting and promoting freedom, democ-
racy and human rights worldwide, and con-
firmed their intention to strengthen trade, in-
vestment and people-to-people ties so as to
support economic growth and deepen the
bonds of friendship between their two peoples.
The two sides underscored their commitment
to promoting a peaceful, stable and prosperous
Asia-Pacific region through closer regional co-
operation and support for regional multilateral
institutions.

The United States and Mongolia reaffirmed
their nations’ commitments to the principles of
cooperation outlined in the 2007 U.S.-Mongo-
lia Joint Statement, and to the consensus
reached in the 2004 and 2005 U.S.-Mongolia
Joint Statements. The United States applauded
the progress made by the Mongolian people in
the past 22 years to deepen the foundations of
their young democracy, congratulated Mongo-
lia on assuming the Chairmanship of the Com-
munity of Democracies in July 2011, and ex-
pressed its full support and close cooperation
with Mongolia in successfully fulfilling the
Chair’s responsibilities.

Mongolia welcomed and supported the key
role played by the United States as an Asia-
Pacific nation in securing peace, stability and
prosperity in the region. The United States re-
affirmed its support for a secure and prosper-
ous Mongolia that plays an active role in re-
gional affairs and that promotes strong, friend-
ly and open relations with its neighbors. The
United States and Mongolia pledged to work
together to address their shared economic, se-
curity and development interests through re-
gional institutions in the Asia-Pacific and
through the United Nations and other multilat-
eral organizations.

The two sides committed to further develop
their countries’ strong economic partnership.
The United States confirmed its support for
Mongolia’s efforts to integrate its economy into
regional and international economic and finan-
cial institutions. Mongolia expressed its appre-
ciation for continued U.S. support and eco-
nomic assistance. Mongolia noted the impor-
tant role that U.S. companies, with their inter-
nationally leading management, technical,
safety, environmental, and sustainable mining
practices, will play in the development of the
country’s coal, other mineral resource, infra-
structure, agriculture, energy and tourism in-
dustries. The United States welcomed Mongo-
lian International Airlines’ decision to pur-
chase Boeing commercial jetliners and its de-
clared intention to expand its fleet further with
U.S. aircraft in the future. The United States
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